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dealt successfully, however, with this new German
method, which is to use their taiiks, not only in support
of infantry, but to work together in squadrons ahead
of the main body of troops cutting as deep into the
country as possible. The German big tanks are about
as heavy as ours, thirty tons, but they have sacrificed
protection to speed; when we can catch them in a
position where they cannot deploy, our tank guns go
through their armour and they are knocked out very
quickly. That is how Captain Billotte managed to bag
his twelve. We destroyed so many of them that they
didn't like it and abandoned their attempt to break
through towards Rheims and Paris."
" In a batde," he continued, " it is extraordinary how
many messengers come to me with wild stories of how
the Germans are breaking through; if sentries have
seen a German advancing they often think that a whole
company is behind him. I tell them that it is nonsense
and that they must go back to have another look. They
generally find that they have made a mistake. One
has to discount all the reports one hears on a field of
batde,"
I wondered at the rime whether other French com-
manders had all dealt quite so confidently with the
reports they received on the field of batde. Some of
them, I knew, had been cut off from the main bodies
of their troops and lost contact with other divisions as
a result of the bombing of communications.
"The Preach troops are getting used to this new
mechanized warfare," continued General Buisson. " The